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RED NATIONS 


Interview by Jane Koerner. 


Andrea Smith is a member of the 
Cherokee Nation, and works with a group 
called Women of All Red Nations WARN), 
in Chicago. She was interviewed at the 
Audre Lorde Conference in Boston during 
the first weekend of October. 

Jane Koerner: What sort of work does 
Women of All Red Nations do? 

Andrea Smith: We work on a variety of 
issues. Our most pressing issue is doing 

Support work for the Mohawk nation, 
who’s battling with the Canadian 


government, and we also work in support 
of the Chippewa spear-fishers in 


Wisconsin. We are also trying to fight 
spiritual and cultural appropriation, and 
to stop the desecration of Indian remains, 


and any other issue that comes our way... - 


Koerner: So you're an organization of 
Indian women from all different parts of 
the United States, that are working on 
these issues? 


Smith: Well, there’re WARN chapters in 
different parts of the country, but each 
one tends to be autonomous. The one that 
I'm working in is based in Chicago, so we 
work primarily with people in Chicago, 
and sometimes we'll do work, say, with 
the Minneapolis WARN chapter. 

Koerner: You were talking earlier about 
forminga national organization for women 
of color. Obviously, the need is there, for 
women of color in this country to get 
together and start forming strategies to 
deal with things that are going on for 
them. Would you like to talk about the 
impetus for that idea, and what you plan 
to do, and what you wantto try to achieve 
with the organization? 

Smith: [The idea] came about through 
my involvement in the National Women’s 
Studies Association; I was one of the 
Women of Color Caucus co-chairs, and 
the racism was just insurmountable in that 
organization...I just can’t tell you how 
many fascist things [the leaders] did; for 


instance, they illegally prohibited me from 
going to one of their Coordinating Council 
meetings that was deciding whether or 
not to approve the firing of their only 
woman of color staff person. Obviously, 
since I wasn’t there (and they made sure 
that nobody from the Women of Color 
Caucus could come), that decision was 
approved...they did numerous things of 
this nature. Not all women of color wanted 
to leave this organization, but it was pretty 
clear that, regardless of this organization, 
we really needed to have an organization 
for women of color, just because we spent 
so much time Jat NWSA] arguing with 
white women, that we didn’t address 
some of the...barriers that preventus from 
working together as women of color, and 
[the resulting tensions] were always under 
the surface, just waiting to explode. From 
this, many of us decided to disband the 
caucus, because we didn’t want to 
legitimate their existence...so they could 
write money for grants [and use our 


presence] to say how ‘multiracial” they 
are. We decided that we need to form a 
separate organization, so that's currently 
where we're at. We were thinking that we 
would have a founding conference in 
Chicago...We’re interested in [creating an 
organization] that’s not women of color 
only, but...that will be decided at the 
conference. [We also wantan organization] 
that’s really democratic and multiracial, 
because you can have a women of color 
Organization, and [still] not be 
multiracial...[we need an organization] 
which really meets people’s needs {and 
provides] a good basis for doing feminist 
process of working out conflicts and 
building alliances. 

Koerner: What sorts of things do you 
want that organization to do? You want it 
to be a support network, but what would 
be the political aims of the organization? 

Smith: Well, that would be decided at 
the founding conference - the point of the 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Susie Bright and the Case for Lesbian Porn 


by Jen Steele 


“The production of sexuality is a male 
dominated business and lesbians and On 
OurBacks are breaking it wide open. Just 
think of it as the most outrageous 
affirmative action program you ever heard 
of. The voices you haven't heard and the 
people you haven't seen in sexuality are 
taking over. We're getting in there and 
saying ‘we have a whole new set of rules 
and ideas and we're going to show you 
something new.’" (¢ Susie Bright) 

It’s true that Susie Bright is hardly the 
Pioneer Valley’s favorite feminist, but the 
mystery to me is why she’s not. Who 


couldn’t appreciate the sweet irony of 


sitting in a pew at Amherst College's 
Johnson Chapel listening toa San Francisco 
dyke preach lesbian sex. Quite the 
anomaly in Western Mass, this lesbian 
porn editor stood comfortably at the pulpit, 
mocking the oil-painted patriarchs on the 
walls. “So, what do you normally do in 
Johnson Chapel?” she teased. Dressed in 
a plum crushed-velvet bustier and 
matching black velvet leggings, Susie 
spoke, entirely at ease. 

Bright is the co-founder and editor of 
On Our Backs, America’s premier lesbian 
sex magazine. She has authored, edited 


and published several lesbian erotica 
books, including her latest Susie Sexpert’s 
Lesbian Sex World. During her talk at 
Amherst, Bright held up copies of OOB 
and Sex World urging the audience to 
memorize the covers, in case they ever 
managed to stow themselves out of the 
Valley; neither publication is available in 
any bookstore, not even women’s 
bookstores, this side of Boston. 
Conservative feminists, Bright asserted, 
have effectively kept Western 
Massachusetts “free” of lesbian porn. 
But free, she says, is the last thing 
Western Massachusetts is. New England's 
puritanical religious tradition infuses its 
feminism. Said Bright, “the most religiously 
conservative parts of the country produce 
the most conservative feminists.” 
Unreservedly, she leveled New England 
puritans with Southern fundamentalists 
and western-state Mormons. Though the 
accusation is unsettling, it is supported by 
fact: sexual repression and the censorship 


of sexual materials, particularly lesbian . 


and gay materials, are most severe in areas 
where religious tradition is pervasive. Not 
surprisingly, itis in these areas that Bright 
experiences her most hostile audiences. 
At Amherst College, only Amherst 
students were allowed entrance to Bright's 


(Continued on page 8) 


Susie Bright (right) poses for the Voice. 


(Photo by Jackie Griffin-Garcia) 
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Dear VWV: 

I have just recently returned from 
attending the Southern Women's Music 
and Comedy Festival in Northeast Georgia. 
I have attended the festival for seven years 
now, as long as it has been in existence, 
and have warmly regarded it as part of my 
life. Regrettably, I must say here that I will 
never attend it again, nor will I ever 
support another Robin Tyler production. 
1 personally wish Robin Tyler no ill will, 
and hope thatthis letter, and any responses 
it may generate, will bring back to her a 
sense of moral responsibility to those of 
us who are her sisters (and brothers), as 
well as her bread and butter. 

I suffered an on-the-job injury two 
years ago, and have been disabled since 
that time. I have a herniated lumbar disk 
and associated sciatic nerve damage/ 
dysfunction which causes severe 
debilitating back and leg pain, with my 
right leg sometimes going completely 
numb. To alleviate some of the adversity 
involved in carrying/setling up camping 
equipment, I have always made 
arrangements by phone well in advance 
of the festival, to come in a day early 
(paying approximately $150.00 extra for 
my lover and myself - much more than a 
NICE mote! room!). This year | had an 
additional obstacle: I would be having an 
epidural block done on my spine one 
week before the festival. I explained all of 
this to one of Robin’s co-producers who 
assured me that all would be as it had 
been in previous years. I was told that I 
could pay al the gate, and should ask for 


the co-producer by name. 

At the gate, we were given a minor 
hassle about driving to our spot and 
dropping off equipment - although there 
were barely twenty womyn there yet! And 
of course, the co-producer was nowhere 
to be found. Eventually a previous year’s 
festy buddy identified us as “friendly” and 
we were allowed to proceed. My lover, 
Mitzi, and I unloaded our stuff and I was 
then ordered to immediately move my 
vehicle. When I returned to my site, | 
discovered that Robin Tyler had told my 
lover that we could not camp on that spot, 
because it was part of the “pathway”. I 
informed Robin about my condition, that 
I needed a flat place to camp, and that we 
and others had used the same spot in 
previous years. She said that whoever 
allowed it before was wrong and that it 
had to be kept clear as an alternate 
pathway. I pointed to an alternative area 
and asked if it would be suitable. Robin 
emphatically told us that the area J pointed 
out was also a pathway, and suggested 
that we move our things to the other side 
of the lake. 

Under Robin’s watchful eye, Mitzi and 
I moved all of our gear to a spot directly 
across the path from where we were. It 
was on enough of an incline to be painful 
to me. I decided to try and rough it, as I 
really wanted to be on my lakefront, as in 
the previous six years. Robin sat in her 
golf cart, watching, and ordering “No 
Camping on Pathway” signs on her walkee- 
talkec. Other bits of conversation made us 
feel as though we'd violated some sort of 


Letter to the Community 


We of the Valley Women's Voice apologize for the tardiness of the 


December/January issue. We posponed production in order to squeeze 


in some recently received pieces. 


With this said, we wish you season's greetings and hope that over 


the holidays few of you will pick up your favorite writing utensil, apply 


it to some paper and forward the results to us for February's Cour next) 


issue. 


Happy Holidays 
from all of us at the 


Valley Women's Voice! 


sacred law by trying to camp where we 
would be more comfortable! Forty-five 
minutes or so later, signs were in place 
and we felt properly chastised. 

About ten hours later, two couples of 
“moneyed lesbians” from my town arrived. 
They began to park in precisely the spot 
we'd tried earlier. Itoldthemthat Robin 
had told us that we could not camp there. 
Then they moved to the second spot I'd 
been refused. As a courtesy - so that no 
one in a golf cart would come and scold 
them - I walked down and told them 
Robin had also deemed that a “No 
Camping on Pathway” area. One of them 
blurted out viciously, “Well, we'll just see 
about THAT!” and stormed off down the 
path. Minutes later, I saw that she had 
returned, and they were indeed setting up 
in the “forbidden” territory. I thought this 
was strange, and set out to find out what 
was going on. 

Finding a security staff member, | 
explained the situation, and asked her to 
check it out. She said she knew that it was 
“not” a camping spot, and would have to 
ask them to leave. When we ran into her 
again she looked incredibly sheepish and 
said the women had a note of permission 
from Robin Tyler to camp in that spot! I 
could not believe it. 

Other security staff and co-producers 
came to our campsite several times, agreed 
thal it wasn’t right, and assured us they’d 
do what they could to straighten things 
out. Robin Tyler rode by, stopping in front 
of our campsite to “discuss” the situation, 
but she did not sec fit to acknowledge our 


presence. Then another woman from 
Robin’s staff rode up to tell us that “Robin 
was very sorry...” Gif that was the case, 
why couldn’ she say that HERSELF??) and 
that “life isn’t fair”. Mitzi and I said that we 
felt like second-class citizens, and that we 
had definitely been discriminated against. 
This woman became very angry, and said 
that there perhaps had been a poor 
judgement call, but mot discrimination. I 
told her that I had the right to my opinion, 
and I felt it was discrimination. The other 
co-producer said she’d continue to work 

on it, and then she did not speak \o us 
about it for the next five days! 

What happened to make Robin treat us 
the way she did? Was it monetarily 
motivated? Was it petty personality 
conflicts? I haven't a clue, I do not know. 
It was terribly cold and cruel to do to 
anyone what she did tous - especially to 
someone who is fighting a disability. 
Please, if any of you reading this have the 
Opportunity to communicate with Robin - 
tell her that we can and do get this type of 
mistreatment anywhere and anytime in 
“mainstream” society ona daily basis - and 
that we expect, deserve, and DEMAND 
better from our leaders, our sisters. 

Thank you for your time. 


Sincerely yours, 
Robbin J. Tyler 
Orlando, FL 


Editor’s Note: Prodtcer Robin Tyler 
chose not to respond. 
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ACT UP AGAINST CHILD ABUSE 


By May Wolf 


Each year I am surprised when the 
Statistics of child abuse reports do no 
decrease in direct proportion to how hard 
1 am working to educate people about 
Prevention, treatment and so forth. Of 
course this is naive and vaguely narcissistic, 
but perhaps a more positive connotation 
might be this: the hope that I, one person, 
might make a difference, suffices as fuel 
for work on a difficult cause. 

Nonetheless, each year I find myself 
taking more and more radical and creative 
Stances with regard to the subject of child 
abuse. Last year I proposed that adult 
survivors declare a Name Your Abuser 
Day, a day when offenders would be 
named, reported to the police, a day when 
people would learn from whom they 
should keep their kids safe. If perpetrators 
know that one day their name might be 
called out loud and recognized by others, 
wouldn't that deter a misguided sexual 
intention or two? On the West Coast, a 
woman recently recalled the repressed 
memory of having witnessed her father 
kill a young school friend; she is now the 
principal witness in the murder trial against 
him. Increased legal accountability could 
be instrumental in reducing the tragic 
SLAUSUCS. 

Still other ideas have begun to percolate. 
I have been impressed by the work of gay 


men andlesbians (and sympathetic others) 
in the AIDS activist group ACT UP. They 
have acted boldly, dared to interrupt 
mectings and gone over many boundaries 
of convention to make the point that the 
government response to AIDS has been 
criminally late and sluggish. I found 
myself trying to imagine what such a 
group, dedicated to waking people up to 
the epidemic of child abuse and neglect, 
might look like. What meetings might we 
interrupt? What demonstrations would be 
staged? How many survivors would 
identify themselves and proclaim that the 
silence will be broken? Why isn’t there 
more indignation and fighting back in a 
society where resources in this area are 
too few and dwindling? 

This past spring I walked along the 
solemn aisle of the Vietnam memorial. 
Politically incorrect, I know, but I just kept 
wondering how big the monument would 
have to be to bear the names of all the 
victims of child abuse and neglect. Even 
if one were to list only those who died, the 
monument would have to be huge. I 
wanted to see a monument dedicated to 
the lost spirits of childhood, those crucified 
by evil adults, those beings who never 
had a chance to grow into a mature and 
self-affirming adulthood. The dark granite 
of the Vietnam memorial conveyed a 


funereal sadness and was dark enough to 
cast back vague reflections. Are we 
willing to face ourselves in the monument 
to children killed, abused, tortured, left to 
fend on their own? 

Within the past week, my friend Debbie 
and I visited the grave of Linda $. who 
died two years ago at the age of 28. We 
sat before the stone set in the ground and 
took tums telling Linda what her death 
meant to us. We cried, read poems, and 
told her how her dying convinced us, in 
different ways, to embrace the present, to 
be further engaged in our lives and to.not 
let her death become meaningless. Linda 
was open about being a survivor of incest 
perpetrated by both her parents. There 
was not a soul in this community who 
didn’t connect her untimely death from 
uterine cancer to the multiple rapes by her 
parents in her childhood. Her womb 
spoke back against the pain it had suffered. 
We didn’t need medical degrees to see 
that she was making a statement with her 
very body, a statement which both angered 
and horrified us: her parents had done 
her very wrong. We thought that she 
would have wanted us to use her full and 
true name when speaking of her; no more 
secrets was her message. Until the bitter 
end. 

I have recently learned that the federal 


government has made no effort to compile 
national statistics on child abuse and 
neglect since 1987. It had been done by 
the American Humane Association in 
Colorado, which was assigned this work 
by government contract. Since that time 
the government has supposedly been 
putting together a newsystem for collecting 
the data. But why create a gap between 
1987 and whenever they get their act 
together? Anyone can call to find this out, 
but why have I seen no federal legislators 
concerned about it. Perhaps it is the only 
way the government has to undercut 
requests for increased funding; if they do 
not know the extent of the problem, then 
funding proposals will get less support. 

I'm tired of this problem. I’ll continue 
to work for a day when children need not 
fear that adults will harm them. ButI want 
efforts made in good faith, on a grander 
scale than individual efforts, to be more 
visible. I would like a MacArthur 
Foundation Grant Cif anyone out there is 
listening); you know, the award of about 
$250 grand that allows a dedicated person 
try to turn the social tide in a significant 
area. 

I'm tired of waking up each year and 
seeing this problem look the same. We 
must ACT UP. We must challenge and 
have the courage to be indignant. We 
need to mourn openly for all the world to 
see; it’s time that we created visible, 
permanent reminders of the on-going war 
on childhood. It’s time to think big for the 
small. 

I dedicate this to the memory of Linda. 


ELIZABETH 
LARSEN 
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(Red Nations continued from pg. 1) 
founding conference is that [the 
Organization will be a product of] what 
women want. I want [an organization] 
which will have Indian issues as a priority, 
for once, one that is not middle-class only, 
or academically-based, but bridges these 
gaps with the poorest of poor women in 
our communities, (who never geta chance 
to go to conferences,) and one that’s 
action-oriented, and that meets the needs 
of people, where they're at, and doesn’t 
theorize all day. 

Koerner: Would you like to talk a bit 
more about the organization that you 
belong to - its history, why you started it 
up, and the sort of work that you do, 
especially with the Chippewa? 

Smith: WARN (Women of All Red 
Nations) has quite a long history...it was 
loriginally] in partnership with the 
American Indian Movement, like the 
Women’s Auxiliary, you might say, and 
they had somewhat autonomous groups 
throughout the county, and a lot of them 
aren’t aclive anymore. There used to be 
one in Chicago several years ago, that was 
very active with the Black Hills, but that 
folded. My sister and I decided that we 
needed another group, not only that we 
needed an Indian women’s group, but 
that we needed an Indian group. There 
just weren’t any Indian political groups in 
Chicago (except one that is mostly white). 
So we had ended up sponsoring all these 
meetings to include men because there 
isn’t an [Indian political group for men in 
Chicago] either. So we started [Chicago 
WARN] around June, which was about 
when the Mohawk situation [exploded], 
so we've been working nonstop around 
that, as well as all the other issues that I 
mentioned previously. 

Koerner: So you’ve sel up an 
organization so that you can be in contact 
with other Indian organizations all around 
the states and work in solidarity with each 
other, in their struggles. 

Smith: Yes, and in struggles that are 
happening for us, too, in Illinois. 

Koerner: Do you want to talk more 
about the Chippewa and the work that 
you do with them? 

Smith: Around 1985, the courts in 
Wisconsin recognized the Chippewa’s 
rights to hunt, fish and gather in territory 
that they had already given over [to non- 
Indians], which means that [the Chippewa] 
don’t own title to that land, but they are 

able to hunt, fish and gather from {it]. This 
[created] a big crisis for multinational 


mining corporations, because if they came 
in to [these lands] and destroyed the 
environment, the fish would all die, for 
instance, and that it would be a violation 
of [the Chippewa’s] treaty rights to fish. 
[This} has been the impetus for these 
corporations to aggravate treaty rights. 
They have done this...not directly, but [by] 
supporting anti-Indian racist groups, to 
flame up the fires of racism, and to [put 
racist pressure] on Indian people's backs. 

Specifically, what has happened [has 
been] around the issue of spear-fishing. 
For a couple of weeks before the regular 
sports-fishing season begins, Indian people 
spear-fish. [The Indians] take less than 
three percent of the total fish. But the two 
groups that have been formed, PARR 
(Protect America’s Rights and Resources) 
and STA (Stop Treaty Abuse) keep passing 
out...information [to non-Indian spear- 
fishers] saying that, “Indian people are 
taking away all your fish, they're destroying 
the environment, and why are they doing 
that, [when] they’re getting $20,000 a year 
from the government, and they get all this 
free food and housing, etc.” [This 
“information’] is clearly ridiculous, because 
Indian people are the poorest of the poor 
in the U.S., and do not get $20,000 a year. 
But the press does not cover the truth, and 
it will print what [PARR and STA] say, 
but...not what we say. The reason for that 
is kind of obvious, because one of the big 
interests is timber, and where do 
(newslpapers get their paper?...It's been a 
mass misinformation campaign launched 
against the Chippewa. 

The result of this, is that every time [it’s] 
spcear-fishing season, mobs of white racist 
people who've been fanned by all this 
misinformation come and they throw rocks, 
they try to shoot at the spear-fishers, try to 
sink their boats, and they have signs 
saying things like, “Save the fish, spear a 
pregnant squaw” or “Too bad Custer ran 
out of bullets.” When spear-fishing [season 
approaches], young people get beat up in 
schools, and you can’t even go into certain 
parts of town if you're Indian. 

So what [WARN] has been working on 
is that every spear-fishing season we go 
up [to these communities], as nonviolent 
witnesses to what’s going on, to stand in 
solidarity and to help de-escalate the 
violence. This year, we were much more 
powerful than [in] the years before, because 
a lot more people came - about 200 
people came from Chicago, and the 
violence was [not nearly as] bad [as in 

previous years], although it was quite 


bad...it’s a pretty vicious campaign [o 
aggravate the treaty rights there, and 
they've also targeted that area [in 
Wisconsin] for a nuclear dump... 

Koerner: And that’s really similar to 
what's happening in Australia with the 
aborigines. How do you go about doing 
this work with the Chippewa? It’s a tall 
order to be struggling against the whole 
issue of white racists coming to that area, 
as well as having to deal with multinational 
companies, and the federal government 
actually legislating against you. What sort 
of strategies are you using in this struggle? 

Smith: We basically take leadership 
from the Chippewa. Mostly what they’ve 
asked us to do is to be is nonviolent 
witnesses, so we try to get carloads of 
people up there, and also try to publicize 
what's really going on. Another thing that 
we've been having to guard against is that 
Stop Treaty Abuse is selling Treaty Beer 
for profit, to promote their activities, and 
they give it to companies, saying [that] it'll 
help Indians...so we have to be on the 
lookout for it. And of course, Treaty Beer 
is not only funding racist violence against 
the Chippewa, but also against the 
Mohawks, because these people in 
Wisconsin have also been going up to the 
areas in dispute in Oka, and organizing 
white racist groups there. 

Koerner: Do you want to talk about the 
tour that you’re organizing with the 
Mohawks? 

Smith: We’ve been engaging in 
numerous activities; we’ve had three 
demonstrations in two weeks, because 
we weren't getting any press coverage - 
the press would say that “the [standoff 
between the Mohawks and the Canadian 
government forces} is over,” even before 
the [Mohawks] in Kanesatake took down 
their arms. We were...very discouraged 
[by] the... coverage, so we decided to 
picket the press...[Since then,] we’ve had 
a little bit better coverage...Now we're 
getting tired of organizing demonstrations, 
and we're doing our petition drive 
throughout the country. We’re also trying 
to do a speaking tour...[What we want to 
do now] is open up a series of golfcourses 
on white people’s cemeteries and 
announce “The New American Indian 
Golfcourse” - we’d have the unveiling of 
the golfcourse and...speakers. This would 
be a good way to get publicity for the 
[Mohawk] issue...and raise money to 
support the Mohawks and all their legal 
battles. 

Koerner: So you're going to set up 


\ 
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symbolic golfcourses in graveyards, to 


illustrate exactly what’s happening to the | 


Mohawks. 

Smith: Because it’s this attitude where, 
“(Doing this to white graveyards] would 
be horrible, but of course it’s okay to do 
it on Indian [burial grounds).” ...In Illinois, 
we have an open Indian burial mound, 
and [it was] suggested that fit] should be 
closed because of its racism...When this 
[was proposed], all the people in that area 
just went bonkers, because it wasn’t just 
that it was a tourist site (because they 
weren't really making any money). People 
would try to think of alternate things, and 
they just didn’t wantto deal with that...they 
were insistent upon having this open 
Indian burial mound. I think that’s part of 
the racism against Indian people - on one 
hand, we’re [equated] with the image of 
Indians [as] prehistoric...they all wear 
buckskins and feathers, and they [existed] 
way back in the fifteenth century, or 
they’re all dead [now]. That's what the 
Dixon Mounds show people, is that we’re 
just these objects of anthropological study, 
and that we're not real people. Then ‘the 
minute we say “this is wrong,” and demand 
to be treated with respect, [white people] 
don’t want that; they like us better when 
we're dead. They're trying to say to us, 
“The only good Indian is a dead Indian.” 
They’re very resistant to us challenging 
the images that they would like to have... 
So the governor [of INinois] decided to 
keep [the mound] open...we've been 
demonstrating against this [action] also...but 
they have not been taking us very seriously. 
But the last time we went [to the disputed 
region], there was a rally around the 
Dixon Mounds, and [the Indians] 
announced that they were going to dig up 
the white cemetery grave of Dr. Dixon, 
who had [originally] dug up the Indian 
mound. They brought shovels, and all the 
white people went crazy, like “You can't 
touch our dead!” - [but] you dug us up; 
why can’t we dig you up? [The whites] 
called the police, they were crying 
hysterically, they just couldn’t deal with 
being treated the way they treat us. When 
[WARN arrived at the site], [an Indian 
person] had a human bone and buried it 
and then gave a tobacco blessing, and told 
the white people, “This is how we treat 
your dead.” 

Koerner: You've touched on the issue 
of the appropriation of Indian culture, 
where “there are some things that we 
[whites] find acceptable about Indian 

(Continued on page 8) 
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MUSIC FROM THE CE : 
NTER AND THE EDGE: Two strong albums add light and heat to the Music Scene for women and everyone 


by Vicky Greenbaum 


Hallelujah—there is some women’s 
music with guts outthere, andit’s grabbing 
€veryone’s ears: gay, straight, and 
nebulous. Two new albums have just 
arrived on the scene, proving that there’s 
depth in unquiet waters as well. Ferron’s 
latest, after eight years of silence, touring 
and gestation, is “Phantom Center,” an 
album that meets but does not beat 
“Shadows on a Dime.” Then there’s the 
latest by Indigo Girls, 
“INDIANS*NOMADS'SAINTS,” which 
follows in the footsteps of their amazing 
second disk, issued two years ago, 

There are so many parallels between 
these two fresh albums that it seems as if 
Ferron and the Indigo Girls were borne on 
the same spiritual plane. Both deal in 
poetic complexity and the wordplay on 
that edge of existence where pain is laced 
with just enough swectness to enthrall us 
into longing. Both have questions about 
the life of the mind; Ferron begins a song 
(called “Inside Track”, a recording studio 
pun) with “Il don’t think about distant 
places/When I've got my own mind—" 
while the Indigo Girls begin the -song, 
“Watershed”, with “I thought 1 knew my 
own mind like the back of my hand...well 
I better learn to starve the emptiness, feed 
the hunger.” No easy lyrics about love and 
identity to lull you, nor typical phrases 
about hurling. The world seems much like 
"A dark abyss of an emptiness/Standing 
on the cdge of a drowning blue” to the 
Indigo Girls, Emily Saliers and Amy Ray. 
Together, they write the songs and sing 
(with a strong back-up band) on all their 
albums. This latest album is about the 
burdens of the world and those who carry 
them, like the haunting archetype of “The 
girl with the weight of the world in her 
hands”, and about “the burning hope 
turning all my blues to black.” No easy 
hope here. The complexity of problems in 
the lyrics lets you get involved in songs 
like very good novels and poems, where 
meaning teases you onward from just 
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beyond the edge of comprehension. 
Ferron’s songs are like that too—in fact, 

se the symbolic riddling in lyrics 

ae ae r tO women and the world. 
Nothing is too explicit in “Phantom Center’, 
which, like her earlier “Shadows on a 
Dime’, steals images from the singer’s life 
and from poetry (in “Shadows”, Yeats was 
the influence) and also from music itself. 
For instance, the title song of the album 
was inspired, according to one anecdote, 
when a recording engineer told Ferron 
that her request for a certain sound on the 
tape in a song would result from the 
phantom center, a recording studio term 
for how the sound between two stereo 
speakers seems to come from between 
them. It’s easy to see how this image can 
become a symbol for what happens 
between two people, or two forces in the 
world—but it takes Ferron to make 
meanings echo in a song: “Round and 
round the Spirit tumbles/With halfa chance 
it still believes/That cities falls but minds 
don't follow/And goodness hides up 
someone's sleeves.” These are lyrics that 
invest doubt with passion and the barest 
trace of hope. “Many times I’ve been 
looking for something/That wouldn't be 
found/I stayed wistful, denying the 
reason—” she begins, in the song, “Heart 
of Destruction,” a title that is juxtaposed 
with the closing line: “Spirit let your love 
come down.” 

Both albums are alike in their spirituality 
with lots of references to Indian lore 
wanderings, loss and searching, burdens, 
and the love and pain of the earth. Both 
albums contain lyrics Navored by an agony 
with roots in country music, blues, but 
going much deeper into the shadowlands 
of the soul. These testaments are very 
different from the explicit, less complex 
songs of conventional wimmin’s music 
and folksingers. These singers’ feminism 
and lesbianism are also of a different 
brand; Ferron sings obliquely of “love in 
the corners, and love down the straight 
highway” (nice pun!) and how “T've got 
my one life/and what's it to amount to/If 
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I don’t learn how/To love you arid love 
myself beside you...Now I can see love in 
the woman/And love in the man in 
myself—”. The beauty and power of Ferron 
is in how she takes us along on the strange 
odysseys of her life, without telling us 
details beyond the oblique references 
such as to “father with his hunting kit, 
mother with her hitting stick”. Yet Ferron 
makes us feel the intensity even in the 
spareness of the hints she’s singing about. 

Indigo Girls, who’ve made a big hit in 
the “mainstream” market, are not explicit 


(though we've all heard the rumors); still, 
their gender references are open to 
question, and you can read the lines 
however you want, but you'll definitely 
have to read between them. Listening to 
Ferron or the Indigo Girls may pull you 
away from your lover and set you to 
recalling what you thought you'd forgotten, 
to thinking, to hurting, to forgetting your 
lover has a hand. Most of all, you’ll be 
hooked on this music, so that singing from 
shallow waters will never quite satisfy you 
ever again. 


My Mother's Attic 


By Theresa C. Dintino 


In my Mother's attic I walk at night, 
see what’s there, shop around. We 
own many of the same things. Many 
we don’t want to own. They were 
given to us. Hand-me-downs from 
other Mothers’ Mothers that we aren’t 
ready to throw away. Feeling it is our 
duty to preserve and keep them, we 
stuff them on back shelves. Yet they 
haunt us, cluttering the place— 
gathering dust. They are not useful 


except to look at and most times that’s 


too painful. So we tuck them away, try 
to ignore them, pretend they're not 
there. Butthey’re always there. They’re 
a part of us. 

I want to go through the attic with my 
Mother. I want her to show me what to 
keep, what to throw away, what to add. 
I want her to tell me what was useful 
and what wasn’t, what worked and 
what didn’t. But she says no. Says it’s 
in the past and she’s already been 
through it. She’s glad for the way she 
did it but doesn’t want to do it again. | 
won't accept this. I must persist. 

I know I need her knowledge. 

I sneak into the attic at night in my 
dreams. She meets me at the door, 
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hands me the key; tells me things and I 
remember, | try to understand. 

She tells me I ask too many questions 
when I haven't yet begun. Tells me to 
accept and still I fight. I tell her 1 want 
her to give me her ammunition. If she’s 
not going to use it why should it go to 
waste and become useless, gathering 
dust on a shelf in someone else's attic? 

lama nuisance. I know. This thing 
she bore that won't let her be—needs to 
know why. And yet a part of her want 
to tell. The part that allows me inside 
her dreams, stands outside the door of 
the attic, waiting—holding the silver 
cord. The part which dusts me off and 
feeds me whenI climb back out. Without 
it I would end my search. 

Since she won't come in with me, I 
bring her things 1 find and she looks at 


them later, alone—sometimes crying, 
sometimes laughing—butalwaysalone. 


After years of searching, I now know 
that this is what I need to fix. Only I 
don’t know what it is; this thing which 
keeps us alone. This is what I need to 
find—to change. Until we can walk into 
the attic together, in the world outsides 
our dreams, I shall not end my search. 
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The House That Jane Built 


OEMS 


This is the job SS AAS Ee 


That paid for the house that Jane built. —> = \ : 
This is the child, 


that disrupted the job 
that paid for the house that Jane built. 


This is the house that Jane built. 


This is the rapist 
that fathered the child, 
that disrupted the job 
that paid for the house that Jane built. 


This is the system that freed the rapist, 
that fathered the child, 
that disrupted the job 
that paid for the house that Jane built. 


This is the feminist always maligned, 
that fought the system, 
that freed the rapist 
that fathered the child, 
that disrupted the jo 
that paid for the house that Jane built. 


This is the pro-lifer appallingly blind, 
that slandered the feminist always maligned, 
that fought the system, 
that freed the rapist, 
that fathered the child, 
that disrupted the job 
that paid for the house that Jane built. MocnbeanDance 


This is the President gentle and kind Catch me in the 


that backed the pro-lifer appallingly blind, midnight hour 
that slandered the feminist always maligned, collecting thoughts 
that fought the system, of fading dreams 
that freed the rapist, as the family 
that fathered the child, slumber on 
that disrupte the job } unaware that Mom 
that paid for the house that Jane built. dances with Moonbeams 
° Cherie L. LeBlanc Francine Milford 
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Words 


| have broken the universe. 

It stalls intact for seconds 
as | wai 

for the thrill 

of the crash. 


What have | done? 
Will everything fall 
from the frame-- 
the shards of 


a smashed mirror? 


And who will sweep it up? 
| am now a splinter-- 

small and sharp-- 

ready to slip 


under black leather 
night's skin 
to infect it 
with light. 


° Mary R. Drews 


| will kiss your face 
around and around 
before today becomes tomorrow. 


By then even the light Dream of the Weary 
will have changed 
its mind. The war closes in -- 


e Fayne Fogel 


Violations 


It’s hard for a woman to find her voice, 
behave like a lady, translated, 

means No Response; 

Yet | feel old pain listening 

to all this buying and selling of female form, 
pumping and ripping of burdened flesh, 


these grotesque rag doll women tied to the bed 


of viewed better from behind, 

the images bringing up, for me, 

a statistic Dear isa published 

just two years ago 

after asking for aie voice; 

80 percent of all women writing in, 

airing their views of sex, 

women from all corners of the planet 

confessing they didn’t give a damn 

if husbands ever had sex with them again, 

all they wanted was affection, 

to be held closely once a day, 

for him to put flowers on the grave of 
absolute positive regard. 

They were waiting, the women said, 

to be told that they weren't really rag dolls, 


curious Bales whose arms had been ripped off, 


stuffing spilling out a little more each night 
as they were dropped in a corner 
to loll about until the next pick-up. 
Thousands of letters reached Dear Abby 
and passed into her column, 
she published every candid line: 
a woman writing ihe was tired of 
tracing watermarks on the ceiling, 
lying flat and being done unto 
while over her he hung, 
smelling of sweat and bourbon, 
doing push-ups for his own well-being-- 
and B clled love, 
so absent of giving, 
stomach hanging, 
face w eezing, 
runting aloua 
ers eer body parts 
to get it up 
to let her down. 
That’s the other side of 
this violation of women’s Hesh, 
he act that usually gets 
: snort of boys will be boys, 
it’s just rampant testosterone _ 
looking for the nearest knothole; 
Well, girls will be gins, 
and it’s just a revolution | 
until women gain their place, 


e treated OS : 
"i other half of this species called Human. 


e Diane M. Moore 


a toolbox filled with 
guns and bombs. 


| wait--sleepy-minded and 
tired for time 

to pull the plug-- 

for the war to reach 

my small room, 

engage my interest, love. 


Then | will burst 
into flames. 


° Mary R. Drews 
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This is How We Do It 


We are friends. 
Her daughter died. 
| stay away 
while her family from out of state 
surrounds her 

and they mourn together. 

| go over once with 

cookies. 

They cannot share their grief 
so | hug my friend 

and leave. 

| watch the cars come and go 
from her driveway, line the 
side of the street. 

Her boyfriend’s red bronco 

is there. 

| want to go over there 

right now, 

but this is how we do it. 

| will be there 

when all of them have gone. 


° Laura Rodley 


Natalie d’Arheloff 
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(S. Bright continued from page 1) 

talk. Each student was permitted one 
guest and everyone was required to show 
ID at the door. I was flabbergasted at the 
high level of security. Four to five security 
officers were present; no one was allowed 
in early, except verified, pre-approved 
press and event coordinators; and the 
doors remained locked until just minutes 
before the talk began, despite the crowd 
clamoring outside. When I asked a security 
officer why he replied, “she’s very 
controversial.” 

Apparently, both Bright and college 
officials were warned of potential violent 
outbreaks; she’s been attacked while 
speaking before. Are you worried about 
men, I asked. “No,” he said, “we're 
worried about the radical feminists.” Talk 
about irony. 

In the’Happy Valley,” anti-porn 
feminism is the norm. Feminists are quick 
to rattle the rhetoric that pornography 
objectifies, exploits and contributes to 
violence against women, and they are 
quick to condemn Bright. 

Bright irreverently rejects the “Radical 
Feminist-Approved Code of Lesbian Sex.” 
She is not interested in limiting lesbian sex 


imagery to “monogamous vanilla sex.” 
Her interest is in free sexual expression: 
pictures, words, andan absence of rhetoric, 
mystery and formulas. According to Bright, 
“lesbian sex comes in 31 flavors,” not just 
vanilla. 

Radical feminist objection to OOB is 
based largely on the magazine’s inclusion 
of lesbian sado-masochistic(S/M) sex in 
its cornucopia of queerness. When asked 
her thoughts on the controversy, Bright 
responded that “the kind of frenzy people 
get themselves into over S/M is not based 
on a very cognizant idea of what it really 
involves. It's more like a boogieman; it’s 
in vogue to make you scared about what 
S/M is or what people do who practice it. 
Strictly S/M officianados are probably very 
disappointed in OOB. We don’t cater to 
them exclusively by a long shot. There is 
so much sexual variety and when people 
can’t talk about that variety it becomes 
impossible. People think there’s just S/M 
and vanilla sex, when it’s so much bigger 
than that. The kinds of things that are 
happening here are the rhetoric of sexual 
ignorance.” Fortunately, Bright and 
women like her are working to eradicate 
thal ignorance. 


Bright deems OOB an effective means 
of mass sexual education. The magazine 
features lesbian news, erotic fiction and 
photography, information and advice 
columns, letters, book and movie reviews 
and more. “OOB’s content is clearly 
grassroots lesbian. Its contributors are its 
readers. The people who create OOB are 
‘the dykes next door’ It’s just that simple,” 
says Bright. But despite OOB '‘s 
educational, by lesbians for lesbians, 
homestyle format, anti-porn feminists still 
take offense. 

In response to radical anti-porn feminist 
Andrea Dworkin’s politic, OOB staff wrote 
“Frankly, Ms. Dworkin, we find your 
attitudes about lesbian sex restrictive, 
oppressive, and yes, patriarchal. The idea 
that women who enjoy penetration, S/M, 
or anything outside of monogamous vanilla 
sex, uncluttered by sex toys or external 
sexual imagery are brainwashed or co- 
opted or don’t know what they want is 
utterly patronizing. The idea that we 
should be protected from objectionable 
ideas is right-wing and Orwellian. But 
thank you for sharing.” 7 

According to Bright, sexual knowledge 
is self-knowledge, and self-knowledge is 


power. Women empowered with sexual 
self-knowledge constitute a serious threat 
to society. They threaten the idea of 
heterosexuality, the idea of the nuclear 
family, and the idea that women should 
be barefoot and pregnant and not know 
“two shits about sex.” By keeping Western 
Mass “free” of lesbian porn, radical 
feminists maintain women’s ignorance, 
our powerlessness, and the whole order 
of sexism in our society. 

Wrote the mother of a Smith College 
student to OOB, “I was dismayed to hear 
about the anti-sex witch hunts going on in 
the Northampton-Amherst area. Iam not 
a lesbian but I want my daughter to grow 
up in world that doesn’t warp her sexuality. 
I was under the impression that the area 
was an enlightened place...but apparently 
its [radical feminist] ‘activists’ are as warped 
as their sexuality. As for me, I am buying 
my daughter a gift subscription to your 
magazine. Whether she identifies as 
lesbian, bisexual or straight, she can at 
least learn from OOB that female sexuality 
is a cause for celebration, not hellfire-and- 
brimstone damnation.” I couldn't have 
said it better myself. 


(Red Nations continued from pg. 2 


culture, and we'll take on [your] art and 
especially things that can be used for 
tourism, and [those things] get used and 
commercialized and exploited.” You talked 
fat the Audre Lorde conference] about 
this, specifically in relation to the New 
Age movement. Do you wantto talk about 
that and the boycott of the books you had 
talked about? 

Smith: It’s very disturbing that some of 
the most vicious racism against Indian 
people takes place in so-called “feminist” 
and “progressive” movements. With the 
New Age movement, people are selling 
Indian spirituality as the cure to all [of the] 
world’s problems. “Smoke a pipe, and 
nuclear holocaust will be averted,” 
basically, and with this...phenomenon, 
there’ve been a lot of white people (and 
some Indian people too, who are not 
accountable to their [ownl people,) who 
see that they can make a profit off this. 
Some of the big perpetrators [of this are] 
Sun Bear, who is Indian, and now...1 
Follow Sun Bear (So it’s even one degree 
removed from true Indian spirituality). 
[One] of the white people who [is] 
particularly vicious is Lynn Andrews, who 
has sold more books that all native people 
combined - she’s that popular. But the fact 
is that what they're selling has nothing to 
do with real Indian spiritual practices - 
like in [Andrews’] books, such as Medicine 
Woman and Jaguar Woman, [the] main 
protagonist is Kree [Indian], but she speaks 
Hopi and Lakota - she speaks the wrong 
languages and nothing that [the protagonist 
does] is what Kree women actually do. 
{Unlike} many white people who say that 
they're Indian [in order to seem authenticl, 
[Andrews] is not saying that she’s Indian, 


but shé says that she went to the Kree 
reservation and was taught by a medicine 
woman to “spread the gospel of Indianness 
to white people.” This, of course, is very 
suspicious, because Indian spirituality is 
nol proselytizing - it’s very community- 
based, and people don’t have the idea that 
their way is the Way. [In actuality,] you 
usually hear medicine people saying, “Go 
look into your own culture, and find what 
is good within that.” Most things [that] I’ve 
been taught by my elders, I have been 
specifically told not to repeat, because 
you can’t [teach] unless you’re specifically 
initiated. I think the reason that people get 
into {the spiritual appropriation] is 
that they see what white people have 
done throughout history, they’re on the 
verge of destroying the world, and instead 
of taking responsibility for white racism, 
they want to become Indian...They don’t 
want to become completely Indian; they 
don’t want to become the Indian who has 
a life expectancy of 47 years, who has a 
75% high school dropout rate, who’s 
forcibly sterilized (25% of Indian women 
have been forcibly sterilized); they don’t 
want all these...problems, but {they] want 
to be: “glamorous.” They end up 
perpetuating racism and genocide, even 
though they think they’ve gotten away 
from it...Our spirituality is the one thing 
we have left, that keeps us together. 
[Another aspect of all this] is that Indian 
people are just seen as these spiritual 
people, who...are in a subordinate position 
to white people, because ail [that] we’re 
supposed to be doing is serving their 
religious needs - it’s like a master-servant 
relationship. All our issues become 
trivialized - we’re no longer Indian people 
who have been surviving five hundred 


years of genocide; we're just “cool and 
spiritual and mystical” and do nothing 
else but teach people the Indian ways. 

Now, “Indian” is seen as this thing you 
can become if you’re reincarnated, if you 
went to a sweat lodge...Whereas, [as] the 
Indians who have all these problems, we 
get lost in this morass; now anybody can 
speak for us, because they were 
“reincarnated as Indian.” 

Koerner: It’s all part of, “We'll take on 
the aspects of Indian spirituality that we 
like, but we won't actually take on what 
you’re saying about loppressivel political 
structures.” 

Smith: Yes, and then nobody else can 
see our political struggles, because it’s all 
been disguised by this New Age bullshit. 
So we think that it’s very important for 
people like Lynn Andrews tobe boycotted, 
especially by people who call themselves 
“feminist”. Feminism is supposed to 
mean...the empowerment of all women, 
yet obviously [it] doesn't include Indian 
women, when [so-called feminists] 
promote this [exploitation of Indian 
culture]. When [white people] promote 
this, we lose our voice, nobody takes us 
seriously, and other people can speak for 
us. The issue really isn’t freedom of speech; 
the issue is “Whose freedom of speech are 
we going to protect?” The issue is racism, 
not censorship. It’s been a battle trying to 
get people to take this seriously; we’ve 
been having a little bit more luck [recently], 
because I wrote [and publicized] a 
statement about this; WARN gave a 
presentation in Chicago, and the bookstore 
agreed to withdraw all [of] Lynn Andrews’ 
books, which has been our first victory [in 
this struggle]. 

Koerner: The fact that [Andrews’] book 


has sold so much more than any Indian 
books, shows that your voice is just not 
being heard. [Andrews’] pretenses get so 
much more emphasis. It’s an example of 
how indigenous knowledge in the hands 
of white people is always given a lot more 
value than indigenous knowledge in the 
hands of indigenous people. 

Smith: [Writers like Andrews] don’teven 
have any [Indian] knowledge...also, in 
[Andrews’] recent books...she goes to 
Australia and “discovers” what the 
aborigines are really up to, and all their 
great mystical secrets - she’s got it all 
pinned down. 

A lot of non-Indian people are always 
doing things that they think we want - to 
“educate” people about Indians. [For 
example,] we just had another fight: [a] 
group called the Ghost Dance did these 
children’s shows - they thought they were 
doing us a favor by educating people 
about Indian culture, and doing all these 
folk tales, and things like that. People 
speaking for us may have good intentions, 
but the fact is that this isn’t what we need. 
We don’t need to perpetuate the myth that 
we were only back [in history]; we need 
stories that tell about our present struggles, 
and we need non-Indian assistance in 
helping us give voice to our own|(struggles 
and cultures]. We need technical assistance 
that will enable us to do our own shows 
- because we lack the financial resources. 
[We need] something that will empower 
us to speak for ourselves...People [who 
try to speak for us} have good intentions, 
but they end up perpetuating white 
supremacy. 
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$ The Witch's Bookshelf 


by Peg Alot 


The lunar year comes to a close soon, 
on December 16. Since this month’s VWV 
combines both December and January 
issues, I won't be around to help usher in 
the “month” of Beth (Welsh name for the 
first lunation}—so here's wishing you a 
prosperous and introspective period of 
winter dormancy. Itis easy to let depression 
and laziness overtake us at this time, for 
reasons both psychological and 
physiological. The sun’s healing power is 
in shorter supply than in the summer 
months. The prevailing darkness makes 
the days seem too short to get much 
accomplished—particularly if you are a 
person’s whose energy flourishes in the 
daytime hours. And Vitamin D depletion 
is a problem in the winter—it can cause 
serious depression and fatigue, or at least 
the listlessness we all experience during 
the January blues. But it's fairly simple to 
overcome. Get some exposure to sunlight 
every day—its healing power continues 
to nourish us, even this close to the 
solstice. And don’t overlook the use of 
indoor, artificial lighting to supplement 
the sun's limited supply. 

(Why does this sound like a health 
column this month?) 

But health is important—Rita Mae 
Brown is convinced it is at the root of our 
ability to succeed in life. Imagine all those 
artists who smoke, drink and rage all the 
ume—how much greater might they be if 
they, for instance, took vitamins or played 
tennis every day? There are a lot of healthy 
people who are unhappy. But!'ll bet there 
are even more unhappy people who are 
not healthy. 


As Samhain is, in part, a preparation for 
the long, quiet season of cold and darkness, 
so is Yule a time to celebrate the winter— 
uim your home with holly and evergreen— 
the Druids did. If you’re not into celebrating 
Chrisumas, but are forced into it because 
of family or friends, keep in mind that 
Yule’s traditions are, for the most part, not 
inherenlly Christian—the pagan practices 
of this celebration are still very much 
alive. Decorate a living tree—serve big 
bowls of spiced cider or mulled wine— 
think of all you can do that is not even 
remotely connected to that litde kid in the 
manger. You might as well—most of you 
will be on vacation from school or work, 
anyway. Students should relish the time 
away from the ivory tower—maybe read 
some books you want to read for a 
change...But reading by the fire (or the 
radiator) dries out the sinuses, so get 
outdoors for fresh air, too. 

Some books to enjoy in the coming 
season: 

West Country Wicca by Rhiannon 
Turnbull. This is a charming little book by 
a woman who claims to be part of an old, 
unbroken family of witches. She felt 
compelled to write it because of some 
apparent indiscrepancies she experiences 
among modern-day witches. She airs her 
pet peeves about Neo-Pagans with a light 
touch (usually by complaining that none 
of them really know how to pronounce 
“Samhain,” or that they become too 
involved with the trappings of ritual 
without understanding the significance of 
it, etc.) The book includes some spells, 
some recipes, and descriptions of magical 


traditions the author grew up with—a 
nice read for those who are curious about 
what being from a “family” of witches 
consists of. For one thing, Rhiannon says 
they don’t usually even call themselves 
witches...I think her aim is to share her 
stories, but also to correct misperceptions, 
and, on a rather small scale, she does this 
very well. It’s also an attractive book— 
with line drawings, printed on thick, brown 
pages. 

The ABC of Witchcraft by Doreen 
Valiente. Now, some people really like 
this book because it’s a very thorough 
glossary-type reference work, invaluable 
for those who need to look something up, 
and look it up quick. Others have criticized 
its lack of clarity and depth, but my 
suspicion is that no book that attempts to 
define an entire encyclopedia of witchcraft 
arcana could possibly be complete within 
one small volume...so Valiente gives it her 
best shot. She’s obviously well-read, and 
her treatments of various world 
mythologies demonstrate a scholarly 
approach to writing. I did find some 
definitions incomplete, and often 
somewhat generalized, but I think the 
attempt to reach a wide audience is 
admirable. There are many books (and, 
come to think of it, many people) who 
take it for granted that most Neo-Pagans 
and modern witches have all read the 
same books, all practice the same basic 
traditions, or all have access to the same 
resources. Drawing Down the Moon is still 
the best reference work for my money, 
and The Women’s Encyclopedia of Myths 
and Secrets covers more ground (albeit 


with less detail), but Valiente’s grimoire is 
sull worth having. 

Ancient Mirrors of Womanhood by 
Merlin Stone. From the author of When 
God was a Woman, Ancient Mtrrors 
attempts to examine, contrast and, 
ultimately, unify the varying Goddess 
myths and relics of the world. Stone, an 
anthropologist and a self-named “crone,” 
is concerned that the revival of interest in 
Goddess religions, while a very powerful 
topic for women, can be somewhat limited 
in its scope, precisely because much 
emphasis is placed on the pre-Christian, 
Celtic, and Western European Goddesses, 
while less scholarship exists that explores 
Goddesses of Asia, Africa, Australia, and 
the Americas. This obviously reflects the 
Eurocentricity of our culture, which is as 
pervasive in anthropology as it is in many 
fields. But Stone, in offering equal time to 
other myths, hopes to dissolve some of 
the inherently race-oriented concerns of 
Goddess scholarship. Doing so, she 
believes we can create a shift in perspective, 
and create new paradigms of feminism 
and women’s spirituality applicable to 
present-day social problems affecting 
minority women. She has a valid point— 
Neo-Paganism and the rebirth of Goddess 
Worship, whether we wish to acknowledge 
it or not, is a primarily white, middle-class 
phenomenon. It is refreshing to see a 
book that reminds us of that. 

Next month: A review ofa new Women’s 
Herbal...and that infamous women’s 
Spirituality reader’s survey I’ve been 
promising... 
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SEEKING FICTION MANUSCRIPTS: 
Amethyst Press seeks fiction manuscripts 
that deal with the lesbian experience. 
Please send proposals to Amethyst Press, 
Inc., 6 West 32nd St, Penthouse, New 
York, New York 10001. 


SURVEY: Extensive research study on 
women and computers. Interested in 
completing a survey for this study, contact 
Peggy Cole, P.O. Box 161775, Cupertino, 
CA 95016. 


ACT UP: AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power 
of Western Mass. meets the second and 
fourth Wednesday of every month from 
7:30-10:00 at the Bangs Community Center, 
70 Boltwood Walk, Amherst. For more 
info., write: ACT-UP Western Mass., P.O. 
Box 202, Hadley, MA 01035. 


WOMEN HELPING WOMEN: The 
Resource and Referral Program at 
Everywoman’s Center offers a wide range 
of information and referral services for 
University and community women. If you 
want information about women’s services 
in the area, need a medical, legal, or 
support group referral, we can help. Call 
545-0883. 


— 


a feminist bookstore 


90 King Street Northampton, MA 01060 
(413)586-7851 voice or ttytdd 


Dykes to Watch Out For 


Mo HAS DROPPED ny OW MER PALS FOR 


A111 OF NETWORK NEWS 


Jt AS) BEUEVE 115 cauminy EC 
JUST Ov 
WL CAN ACEP DRIVING CUR BIG FUCKING 


ON THe HRINk OF WORLD WAR TIT 


Books, Periodicals & Music 


full selection of new books, periodicals & music 
wide selection of used & out of print books 


out of print searches. special orders-gift certificates 
we buy used books & music 


ANNOUNCEMENTS - 


LIFELINE COUNSELING CENTER - 
GROUP OFFERINGS: Coming Out Group 
for Lesbians, meets Wednesday evenings 
in Amherst; Lesbian Therapy group, 
general, ongoing group, meets Tuesday 
evenings in Amherst; Alcohol and Dnig 
Early Recovery Group for lesbians, gay 
men, and bisexuals, meets each Monday 
night in Ludlow, co-sponsored by Spofford 
Hall; Gay and Bisexual Men’s Support and 
Therapy Groups meet Tuesday evenings 
in Northampton, and Wednesday evenings 
in Amherst. For information concerning 
these groups, call 253-2822. 


SOJOURNER SEEKS WOMEN’S 
FICTION: A monthly feminist journal seeks 
humorous, truthful, diverse, ambivalent 
women’s fiction. Stories should be no 
longer than 15 pages, double-spaced. 
Send manuscripts with day and evening 
phone numbers and an SASE to: Fiction 
Editors, SOJOURNER, 42 Seaverns St., 
Jamaica Plains, MA 02130. 


AND do Bust AND tis BLOOD IRS TY 
KUDDWy IN Tt DEFEMSB Bix ¢AN Fu Ay 
A WHOS 15 BIGGER’ IN THE Pe kyAN GU, ff 
AND PROVE THAT WE NEED EVEN MORE 
MONEY FoR MILITARY SPENDING / di 
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©1990 By ALSON BECHDEL 


{ Jusr Dol't GET IT! INSTEAD oF 
EXPLORING ENVIRONMENTALLY -SoUND ENERGY 
SORCES, OR RAISING CUL PATHETIC FueL- 
EFFICUNCY STANDARDS, WE'RE PREPARED De : 
Th KILL FOR THE LAST DROP OF O1L % 


ON THE PLANET? ITS INSANE 


i 


Jusr WAIT. NEXT 
THEY'LL START DRILUNG 
UP THE WILDUFE REFUSES 


VT. & N.H. 1-413-785-9291 


OLDER LESBIANS: Smith senior (and 
lesbian) writing thesis on “Lesbians and 
Ageing”. If interested in filling out 
questionnaire or being interviewed, call 
(413)585-7842. 


EWC POST ABORTION SUPPORT 
GROUP: Open to all women who have 
had an abortion/s, either recently or in the 
past, and would like to work through the 
experience more fully. Call Everywoman’s 
Center at 545-0883 for more information 
or stop by Wilder Hall, UMass. 


THE BLACK GAY AND LESBIAN 

LEADERSHIP FORUM: Sponsoring its 

fourth annual National Black Gay and 

Lesbian Leadership Conference. The 1991 

Conference will be held at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel in downtown Los Angeles, 

CA beginning Wednesday, 2/13 - Monday, 
2/18. The Program Committee is 
outreaching to Black lesbians and gays to 
facilitate workshops and conwibute their 
talents. Contact Yolanda Whittington at 
(213)735-9881. ; 


CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: For Fiction 
Anthology about Lesbian and Gay 
Parenting from men, women, tcens, and 
children. Prose only. All submissions must 
be double-spaced. Submission deadline: 
April 30, 1991. Parenting Anthology, 152 
Kittredge St., Boston, MA 02131. 


1991 INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
VIDEO FESTIVAL CALL FOR TAPES: 
The Seventh Annual International 
Women’s Day Video Festival invites 
women from across the United States and 
around the world to submit videotapes 
that explore the theme: Women and 
Change. Deadline is January 1, 1991. 
Write: International Women’s Day Video 
Festival, P.O. Box 176, Boston, MA 02130, 
USA or call Abigail Norman, Somerville 
Community Access at (617) 628-8826. 


BUTCH-FEM SUBMISSION: Joan Nestle 
is putting together an anthology exploring 
Butch-fem identity and experience. She is 
asking women who define themselves as 
butch or fem to send her poems, short 
stories, biographical moments, analytical 
comments, essays and photographs for 
possible inclusion. Write to Joan Nestle, 
215 west 92nd St., New York, NY 10025. 
Deadline is January 1, 1991. 


LES 


(413) 774-4066 


MIDWIFERY 


Joanne Ramundo 


PAGER: MASS. 1-800-542-3294 


AND LOOKIT THIS! THE MEDIA LON) EVEN 
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Sponsored by Stuff-It Storage 
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CAN DOU THINK OF A K 
TIME? LE DON'T KNOW ABOUT YOU, 
Glal, BUT | WANKA HAE A G-SPOT 
TTT BEBORGASM. BEFORE ARMAGEDDON HITY. 


LESBIANS NOVEL MANUSCRIPTS: Rising 
Tide Press, a new Lesbian publisher is 
soliciting Manuscripts for full length 
Lesbian novels: romance, mystery, and 
science fiction. Send SASE to Riche Tide 
Press, 5 Kivy St., Huntington Station, NY 
11746 or call (516)427-1289. 


CALL FOR ENTRIES; Plays of any length 
on the topic of biological warfare—its 
dangers and ramifications. Sponsored by 
Physicians for Social Responsibility, 
Pioneer Valley Chapter. Winning play 
earns $1,000 Peace Drama Prize and will 
be read at Smith College. Mail manuscripts, 
in triplicate, to American Friends Service 
Committee, 3 Langworthy Road, 
Northampton, MA 01060. Deadline is 
March 31, 1991. 


NEWS: Free Minority Publishers Book 
Catalog. Looking for Books about 
Minorities? The first annual catalog is now 
available from the Minority Publishers 
Exchange, a national network of nearly a 
thousand independent publishers of color. 
Include 65 cents for postage and mail to 
Minority Publishers Exchange, P.O. Box 
9869, Madison, WI 53715 or call (608)224- 
BOSS. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


CALL FOR ARTICLES: Topic-The Lesbian 
Body_and_ Its Challenges. Are you a 
physically-challenged dyke? What are your 
experience with finding your strengths 
and weaknesses? Send your articles to 
Hag Rag Intergalactic Lesbian Feminist 
Newspaper, P.O. Box 1171, Madison, WI 
53701. 


WRITERS NEEDED: for The Name I Call 
Myself: An Anthology of Writings by Self- 
Named Women. Multiple submissions 
accepted. Send typed, double-spaced 
submissions and a SASE to: J. Carlin- 
Name, P.O. Box 883, Soquel, CA 95073. 
Deadline is December 15, 1990. 


THE HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN 
FUND: A national lesbian/gay political 
organization, is looking for volunteer 
organizers in targeted Congressional 
districts. Call or write, Tacie Dejanikus, 
HRCF, 1012 14th St., NW, D.C. 20005 or 
(202)628-4160. 


SINGLE PARENTS WANTED: STUDY- 
DISCUSSION-SUPPORT GROUP- 
COOPERATIVE. This fourteen week series 
of meetings is designed to explore issues 
frequently of concern to single parents 
and others with an interest in single- 
parent family life. First gathering will take 
place during the week of 1/28/91 and will 
be in Amherst Center. Call 253-2424 for 
information. 


CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: Trivia, A 
Journal of Ideas, publishing radical, creative 
feminist thought in the form of essays, 
reviews, translations, and experimental 
prose, is now accepting submissions for 
issue #18, Spring 1991. Send two copies 
with SASE to TRIVIA, P.O. Box 606, N. 
Amherst, MA 01059. Deadline is 2/15/91. 


EVERYWOMAN’S SONGBOOK: A 
collection of songs about women’s and 
children’s safety and healing, being 
published by Everywoman's Center at 
UMass. Application forms and information 
packets about the songbook may be 
obtained through Resource and Referral 
at Everywoman’s Center, Wilder Hall, 
UMass, Amherst, MA 01003; phone 413- 
545-0883. Deadline is 2/15/91. 


MOST GAY & LESBIAN COUPLES POOL 
INCOMES: A free summary of results 
from the national survey may be obtained 
by sending a SASE to Partners, Box 9685, 
Seattle, WA 98109. Telephone inquiries 
may be made to Stevie Bryant or Demian 
at (206) 784-1519. 


RELATIVES OF DERSERT SHIELD 
PERSONNEL: Who want to work against 
war in the Persian Gulf can join each other 
for support and action. Contact Nora 
Breen, 52 West Pelham Road, Shutesbury, 
MA 01072. 
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THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


4 


Janice Luzzi 


CERTIFIED MASSAGE THERAPIST 


BY APPT 
(413) 256-3130 


Dykes to Watch Out For 
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DECEMBER 1-15 — “Illuminating AIDS 
Through Art”, the work of 33 Western 
Mass. artists on AIDS awareness, Artspace 
at the corner of Franklin and Main Sweets 
in Greenfield. Open Tues, Thurs, and Fri 
10a-4p, Weds from 10a to 8pm, and Sat 1 
10 4p. For more info call 586-2016. 


DECEMBER 6 — Women in Apartheid 
Movemenl, Diana Russell, feminist author 
and professor, and a native South African 
will speak at Smith College, Seely Hall, 
Room 10. Free. 


DECEMBER 6 — March/Rally by the 
Northampton NOW chapter to 
commemaerate the massacre of 14 women 
in Montreal last Dec. 6, Begins 7pm at the 
Bridgestrect cemetery and will proceed to 
Polasky Park. For more info call 585-6568. 


DECEMBER 6 — Part of a nationwide 
college effort, Awareness Day to educate 
Americans about the Middle East crisis. 
Professors are asked to donate class time 
to a discussion of U.S. involvement in the 
Gulf. Rally will be held at UMASS Student 
Union steps, 12 noon, sponsored by the 
UMASS Coalition on the Middle East crisis. 
All are encouraged to attend. 


DECEMBER 6 — 2nd Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual Cafe, featuring short films, poetry, 
and performance pieces, free and open to 
the public, Hampden Theater UMASS, 
8pm, for more info call 545-4824. 


DECEMBER 7 — Cabaret and Dance, six 
artists/musicians/bands, sponsored by the 
Everywoman's Center and Stone Soup 
Productions, UMASS Student Union 
Ballroom, 7pm ul, for info.call 545-0883 or 
863-3757. 


DECEMBER 8 — Dance for Material Aid 
for Central America, featuring the Sun 
Dogs and the Diggers, and sponsored by 
Fem-Aid and the 5-College FSPCA, 
proceeds will go to Nicaragua women’s 
groups and to the Lake Ilopango 
environmental project in El Salvador. The 
People’s Institute, 8:30p-12:30a $6-12, 
Advance ticket sales at the -Globe 
Bookstore, Northampton, and Food for 
Thought, Amherst. 


Calendar 


DECEMBER 8 — Part of the Lesbian 
Forum, “Transforming the Political into 
the Spiritual, and the Spiritual into the 
Political”. A discussion with Arinna 
Welsman at the Friends Meeting House, 
Putney. Donation. 


WORD PROCESSING SERVICE: Quick 
and accurate. Sharon 584-7966. 


ART WITH HEART: From nonprofit 
Syracuse Cultural Workers. 1991 Peace 
Calendar (by mail $12.90 or 3/$31.80); 
Chrisumas, Chanukah, solstice, Kwanzaa 
cards; 200 posters; Earth Flage, buttons 
and more. Send $1 for full color catalog. 
Visa/Master card accepted 9-8pm M-F 
EST to 12/21/90. A machine will take 
your orders at other times. SCW Box 
6367, Dept. F9Z, Syracuse, NY 13217 
(315) 474-1132. 


HOUSEMATE NEEDED IN TURNERS 
FALLS: for December or January. Quiet 
residential area with woods. 20 minutes 
to Amherst, on bus route. Call 863-8404 
for information. 


PART TIME (1, W,Th): employment in 
Amherst cleaning houses. Car not 
necessary. Will train. Call Lisa 413-863- 
8404. 


INCEST SURVIVOR GROUP: This 
group is intended for women who 
wish to explore incest related issues in 
a long term psychotherapy group. This 
group will meet on Thru. from 7:30- 
8:45 pm. For more information call: 
Shanti’ Shapiro, LICSW 788-4499, or 
268-9240. 


SELF-EXPLORATION FOR WOMEN 


ANNIE MCCOLLUM 


@ trained in psychosynthesis 


@ experienced in Jungian 
approaches to dreamwork 


emphasis on making choices; 
transforming old patterns; 
and integrating feelings, 
thoughts, and values 


sliding scale/586-0963 


Classified Ads 


Lakeview Dr. Forest City, FL 32714. 


DECEMBER 8, 9 — 11th Annual Lesbian 
Homeshow, featuring crafts, food, and 
services,10a-5p, Northampton Center for 
the Arts. Wheelchair accessible, interpreter 
for the hearing impaired. Dance Saturday 
-at 8:30p and Dinner Theater Sunday al 
7pm. 


THE NATIONAL ASSOC. for the SELF 
EMPLOYED is a non profit collective 
that has banded together a quarter- 
million people. Thru group purchasing, 
we offer affordable health coverage, 
travel discounts, FREE legal/tax/ 
business counselling, FREE prescription 
card, credit union, LOTS MORE (150 
benefits total). No gimmicks. Just a 
better deal for the self-employed. 
JULIAN LEKUS c/o NASE 19 Chapel RD 
Amherst -1—2. 413-256-0107. 


GENERATION MEMORIES/ 
REMEMBERING GENERATIONS: A 
writing workshop especially for Jewish 
women, taught by Leslea Newman will 
be held on Sunday, Dec. 16 from 10:00 
- 1:00. We will use simple writing 
exercises to explore our Jewish heritage. 
No previous wriling experience 
necessary. FMI: 584-3865. 


RESEARCHER SEEKS TO 
INTERVIEW: Adult children of a parent 
with schizophrenia or other serious 
mental illness. Confidentiality assured. 
Call Bonnie Dunn (413) 253-7915. 
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Women Fight Basck CURB, TEARGAS, 
CANNISTER available for self-defense. 
Incapacitates attacker for 20 minutes. 
Poc/Purse $15, home/auto $20. Check/ 
Money Order to: United Assistance 
Company, Joyce Waddell, 1181 
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DECEMBER 11 — AIDS-What you can 
do to help, 7-8:30p, $10 fee, FPCWM, 16 
Center Street, Northampton, 586-2016. 


DECEMBER 13 — Two in Twenty-a 
lesbian soap opera, free and open to the 
public, UMASS Campus Center, Room 
803, 7pm. 


DECEMBER 16— ARISE for Social Justice 
is sponsoring a Christmas party for 85-100 
homeless children living in shelters in the 
Holyoke-Springfieldarea. They are asking 
for donations of cash, toys, clothes, gift 
certificates, and food. Volunteers are also 
needed. For more info call 734-4948. 


JANUARY 10, 11, 12, 13 — Voices of 
Ancestors; Four Nights of Ceremony, 
Healing, and Song in the Spirit of the 
“Ghost Dance”. Hampshire College Red 
Barn. 7-10:30p. Call Beth Williams for 
more info. 584-8386 


JANUARY 10 —Voices of Ancestors, 
“Ancestral Feast”, led by Beth Williams. 
Hampshire College Red Barn, 7-10:30p 


JANUARY 11 — Voices of Ancestors, 
“Song of the Ancestors, Singing the 
Silence”, led by Sky Wild. Hampshire 
College Red Barn, 7-10:30p. 


JANUARY 12 — Voices of Ancestors, 
“Family: the Crux of the Matter”, led by 
Nina Stallworth, Hampshire College Red 
Barn, 7-10:30p. 


JANUARY 12 — Forum on Lesbian 
Battering, Putney, VT, Friends Meeting 
House, 6-8p, donation. 


JANUARY 13 — Voices of Ancestors, 
“The Heart of Healing’, led by Sunny 
Meidell and Beth Williams, Hampshire 
College Red Barn, 7-10:30p. 


JANUARY 22 — Talking with your kids 
about sexuality, open to parents, free, 7- 
8:30 p, FPCWM, 16 Center St., 
Northampton, 586-2016. 


JANUARY 26-27 — Food, Touch, Food 
and Sleep, Vegetarian potluck, massage 
exchange, slumber party and breakfast, at 
Jeanette’s, 387-4282, Women only, free, 
begins 4p Saturday. 


j Celebrate your sexuality. Proudly. Joyously. 
4 A! Eve’s Garden, an elegant sexuality boutique 
n. Open Mon-Sat 12-4:30 


ae created by women for wome 
< or send $2 for our mail-order catalog. 


eve’s@garden:.i27 38 


We grow pleasurable 


things for women 


(242) 757-8654 


